Supporting Inclusive Schooling 

Classroom Strategies for Inclusive Schooling 

 Introduction

This collection of inclusive classroom strategies has been developed through the combined knowledge and experience of many teachers, students, school support personnel and parents. The materials build upon the fact that teachers already know a lot about normal and exceptional patterns of child development and ways to teach a broad range of students. Teachers are already used to working with other staff/professionals in team efforts and in planning for individual students. The collection seeks to provide additional practical ways for teacher's to bring about real inclusion for students with intellectual disability, at all levels of schooling. 

Ensuring inclusion actually happens within a school rests very much with the classroom teacher. What goes on in individual classrooms and subject areas impacts significantly on whether students are included and whether they learn successfully. The way teachers treat students with disability sets the tone for others, particularly other students. 

We know that there are no magical answers about how to achieve inclusion of all students in a class. We are aware also, that teachers in regular schools often have mixed feelings about taking on a student with intellectual disability. Some teachers have feelings of uncertainty about their capacity to assist the student, while others worry about possibly neglecting other students. There may be fears about students taking up too much planning time and energy, and even occasional resentment towards students who act differently. Teachers can also find themselves immobilised by guilt and unable to see the way forward. Finally, we are very aware that there are many constraints and pressures in schools today which make inclusion of all students a far from easy task. 

However, we also know that good generalist teaching skills, team work and peer support does overcome many of these difficulties. The rewards for classroom and subject teachers in extending their personal and professional commitment, experience and knowledge to include students with disability, are clearly demonstrated in them becoming better skilled teachers. The many stories of success for students and for teachers themselves, have shown us that this is indeed so! 
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